
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Haresfield CE Primary School 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills in Art 
Year B - EYFS 

 

  



Whole School Art Curriculum                       

 

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 1 
Year B 

Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) ELG: Creative Development  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
✓ ELG – fine motor skills – use a range of small tools including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 
✓ ELG – Fine Motor Skills – begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
✓ ELG – Creating with materials – Safely explore and use a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 

 
      

Focus: Drawing – Observations                           Contributing towards: Observational Drawing (KS1)                                                      
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To explore marks and 
textures 

Different drawing tools 
create different marks and 
textures 

mark – a line or shape made in art Explore pencils, crayons and chunky chalks to 
create different lines, dots and repeated marks. 
Encourage children to describe which marks are 
thick, thin, rough or smooth and compare textures 
created by different tools. 

To create light and dark 
marks 

Pencils can make light and 
dark marks 

shade – how light or dark something is Demonstrate pressing pencils softly and firmly to 
create light and dark marks. Children practise 
shading simple shapes and experiment with 
different pressures and repeated marks. 

To draw simple houses Observational drawing 
means looking carefully at 
real objects before drawing 

shape – an outline such as a square, circle or 
triangle 

Look carefully at photographs and simple drawings 
of houses before identifying shapes within them. 
Children draw houses using squares, rectangles 
and triangles before adding windows, doors and 
repeated patterns. 

 
 
Focus: Junk Modelling                                         Contributing towards: 3D Sculpture and Construction (KS1)                                       Artist focus: Friedensreich Hundertwassert                                                          
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To explore Hundertwasser 
buildings 

Artists can use buildings, 
colour and pattern as 
inspiration for artwork 

architecture – the design of buildings Explore colourful Hundertwasser buildings and 
discuss unusual windows, bright colours and 
curved shapes. Children sketch favourite patterns 
and colours before planning ideas for model 
houses. 

To build a model house Sculptures can be made by 
joining recycled materials 
together 

model – a made object Use boxes, tubes and recycled materials to build 
model houses. Demonstrate joining materials with 
tape and glue before children paint finished 
models using bright colours and repeated 
patterns. 

 

Generating Ideas 
Talk about their ideas and 
explore different ways to record 
them using a range of media. 
Look at the work of famous 
artists to generate inspiration 
and conversation about art and 
artists. 
 
Making Skills 
Use a range of drawing 
materials, art application 
techniques, mixed media, scraps 
and modelling materials to 
create child-led art with no set 
outcome. 
Begin to develop observational 
skills   
Begin to use different 
techniques for joining materials, 
such as how to use adhesive 
tape and different sorts of glue.  
Use a range of materials and 
tools with care and precision. 
Begin to  define colours, shapes, 
texture and smells in their own 
words.  
Discuss children’s responses to 
what they see.  
 
Evaluating and Analysing 
Talk about their artwork, stating 
what they feel they did well. 
Say if they like an artwork or not 
and begin to form opinions by 
explaining why.  

 

 



Whole School Art Curriculum                       

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 2 
Year B 

Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) ELG: Creative Development  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
✓ ELG – fine motor skills – use a range of small tools including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 
✓ ELG – Fine Motor Skills – begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
✓ ELG – Creating with materials – Safely explore and use a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 

 
 

Focus: Drawing – Shape and Line                                                     Contributing towards: – Shape, Line and the Great Fire of London (KS1)                                                                                                        
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To draw shapes and lines Artists use shapes and lines to 
create drawings 

line – a long mark Practise drawing circles, zig-zags, curved lines and 
repeated patterns using pencils and crayons. 
Encourage children to combine shapes and lines to 
create simple pictures and patterns. 

To draw objects carefully Artists look carefully for shapes 
and details when drawing 
objects 

observe – look carefully Look carefully at classroom objects and identify 
shapes before drawing them. Encourage children 
to add simple details such as handles, windows, 
spots or buttons. 

 
 
Focus: Painting – Single Colour                                                        Contributing towards: Painting – Washes and Snowy Landscapes (KS1)                                   
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To paint using one colour Different brushstrokes create 
different marks 

colour – different shades used in artwork Explore one paint colour and investigate how 
adding white changes the shade. Children test 
light and dark shades on paper before painting 
simple backgrounds. 

To use different brushes Different brush sizes create 
different marks and painting 
effects 

brush – a painting tool Demonstrate using thick brushes for large areas 
and thin brushes for details. Children experiment 
with brushstrokes, dots and lines using different 
brush sizes. 

To create a final painting Artists can add texture and 
detail to paintings 

glitter – shiny decoration Create a final single-colour painting and add 
glitter, printed marks or textured materials to 
create extra detail and pattern. 

 

Generating Ideas 
Talk about their ideas and 
explore different ways to record 
them using a range of media. 
Look at the work of famous 
artists to generate inspiration 
and conversation about art and 
artists. 
 
Making Skills 
Use a range of drawing 
materials, art application 
techniques, mixed media, scraps 
and modelling materials to 
create child-led art with no set 
outcome. 
Begin to develop observational 
skills   
Begin to use different techniques 
for joining materials, such as 
how to use adhesive tape and 
different sorts of glue.  
Use a range of materials and 
tools with care and precision. 
Begin to  define colours, shapes, 
texture and smells in their own 
words.  
Discuss children’s responses to 
what they see.  
 
Evaluating and Analysing 
Talk about their artwork, stating 
what they feel they did well. 
Say if they like an artwork or not 
and begin to form opinions by 
explaining why.  

 

  



Whole School Art Curriculum                       

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 3 
Year B 

Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) ELG: Creative Development  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
✓ ELG – fine motor skills – use a range of small tools including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 
✓ ELG – Fine Motor Skills – begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
✓ ELG – Creating with materials – Safely explore and use a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 

 
 

Focus: Printing - Kandinsky                                  Contributing towards: Printing – Shape and Space Patterns (KS1)                                                Artist focus: Wassily Kandinsky                                         
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To explore repeated 
patterns 

Printing can repeat shapes and 
patterns 

print – making marks by pressing Explore repeated circles and patterns inspired by 
Kandinsky using stamps, sponges and paint. 
Encourage children to notice how repeated shapes 
create designs. 

To make a printing 
block 

Printing blocks can be reused to 
create repeated patterns 

block – a shape used for printing Demonstrate making a simple printing block using 
foam or card. Children press shapes into paint and 
repeat prints across paper. 

To create a final 
printed picture 

Artists use printing to create 
colourful repeated designs 

design – a planned picture Create a final repeated print using blocks, shapes 
and bright colours. Encourage children to repeat 
shapes in rows, circles or patterns. 

 
 
Focus: Printing - Repeated Patterns                     Contributing towards: Block Printing (KS1)                                                                                                      
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To repeat printed 
patterns 

Repeated prints can create 
patterns and decoration 

repeat – do again Print repeated shapes in rows and circular 
arrangements using different colours and tools. 

To discuss printed 
artwork 

Artists can talk about colours, 
shapes and patterns in artwork 

evaluate – talk about artwork Look at finished prints together and discuss 
favourite colours, shapes and repeated patterns 
used in the artwork. 

 

Generating Ideas 
Talk about their ideas and 
explore different ways to record 
them using a range of media. 
Look at the work of famous 
artists to generate inspiration 
and conversation about art and 
artists. 
 
Making Skills 
Use a range of drawing 
materials, art application 
techniques, mixed media, scraps 
and modelling materials to 
create child-led art with no set 
outcome. 
Begin to develop observational 
skills   
Begin to use different 
techniques for joining materials, 
such as how to use adhesive 
tape and different sorts of glue.  
Use a range of materials and 
tools with care and precision. 
Begin to  define colours, shapes, 
texture and smells in their own 
words.  
Discuss children’s responses to 
what they see.  
 
Evaluating and Analysing 
Talk about their artwork, stating 
what they feel they did well. 
Say if they like an artwork or not 
and begin to form opinions by 
explaining why.  

 

 



Whole School Art Curriculum                       

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 4 
Year B 

Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) ELG: Creative Development  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
✓ ELG – fine motor skills – use a range of small tools including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 
✓ ELG – Fine Motor Skills – begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
✓ ELG – Creating with materials – Safely explore and use a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 

 
 

Focus: Drawing – Light and Dark                                                                Contributing towards: Drawing – Light, Dark and Moon Textures (KS1) 
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To explore light and dark 
marks 

Tone means how light or dark a 
drawing is 

tone – lightness or darkness Experiment with creating lighter and darker pencil 
marks using different pressures and repeated 
shading lines. 

To shade simple drawings Shading can add detail and shape to 
drawings 

detail – small important parts Add shading to simple drawings of houses, trees 
and objects to show darker and lighter areas. 

 
 
Focus: Collage – Paper                                                                                  Contributing towards: Collage Paper – Alien Collages and Layered Texture (KS1) 
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To tear and cut paper Paper collage can create texture and 
layered effects 

tear – pull paper apart Explore cutting, tearing and scrunching paper to 
create different textures and surfaces. 

To layer paper shapes Overlapping materials creates layers 
and depth 

overlap – placing one thing partly over 
another 

Arrange and overlap coloured paper carefully to 
create shapes, patterns and layered effects. 

To create a collage 
picture 

Collage uses layered materials to 
create pictures 

collage – artwork made from materials Create a final collage scene using layered paper, 
repeated shapes and textured materials. 

 

Generating Ideas 
Talk about their ideas and 
explore different ways to record 
them using a range of media. 
Look at the work of famous 
artists to generate inspiration 
and conversation about art and 
artists. 
 
Making Skills 
Use a range of drawing 
materials, art application 
techniques, mixed media, scraps 
and modelling materials to 
create child-led art with no set 
outcome. 
Begin to develop observational 
skills   
Begin to use different 
techniques for joining materials, 
such as how to use adhesive 
tape and different sorts of glue.  
Use a range of materials and 
tools with care and precision. 
Begin to  define colours, shapes, 
texture and smells in their own 
words.  
Discuss children’s responses to 
what they see.  
 
Evaluating and Analysing 
Talk about their artwork, stating 
what they feel they did well. 
Say if they like an artwork or not 
and begin to form opinions by 
explaining why.  

 

 



Whole School Art Curriculum                       

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 5 
Year B 

Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) ELG: Creative Development  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
✓ ELG – fine motor skills – use a range of small tools including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 
✓ ELG – Fine Motor Skills – begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
✓ ELG – Creating with materials – Safely explore and use a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 

 
 

Focus: Digital Media - Photographs                 Contributing towards: Digital Media – Photography and Image Effects (KS1)                                   
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To take photographs 
outdoors 

Digital photographs can capture 
colour, shape and texture 

digital – made using technology Use tablets safely to photograph outdoor textures, 
shapes and colourful objects around school. 

To explore favourite 
photographs 

Artists can choose photographs 
carefully to show important details 

image – a picture Look through photographs together and discuss 
favourite colours, shapes and interesting details 
before selecting favourite images. 

 
 
Focus: Painting - David Hockney                       Contributing towards: Painting – Colour Mixing and Landscape Painting (KS1)                                   Artist focus: David Hockney                                                                                                                               
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To explore Hockney 
paintings 

Paintings can use colour to show 
feelings 

landscape – a picture of outdoor scenery Explore David Hockney landscapes and discuss 
bright colours, large shapes and outdoor scenes. 

To paint outdoor scenes Landscape paintings show outdoor 
places and scenery 

brushstroke – a mark made with a brush Paint simple outdoor scenes using large 
brushstrokes, bright colours and simple shapes 
inspired by Hockney. 

To create a final landscape Artists add detail and background to 
improve paintings 

background – the part of a picture behind 
the main objects 

Create a final landscape painting with foreground, 
background and extra painted detail. 

 

Generating Ideas 
Talk about their ideas and 
explore different ways to record 
them using a range of media. 
Look at the work of famous 
artists to generate inspiration 
and conversation about art and 
artists. 
 
Making Skills 
Use a range of drawing 
materials, art application 
techniques, mixed media, scraps 
and modelling materials to 
create child-led art with no set 
outcome. 
Begin to develop observational 
skills   
Begin to use different 
techniques for joining materials, 
such as how to use adhesive 
tape and different sorts of glue.  
Use a range of materials and 
tools with care and precision. 
Begin to  define colours, shapes, 
texture and smells in their own 
words.  
Discuss children’s responses to 
what they see.  
 
Evaluating and Analysing 
Talk about their artwork, stating 
what they feel they did well. 
Say if they like an artwork or not 
and begin to form opinions by 
explaining why.  

 

 



Whole School Art Curriculum                       

Year  Knowledge  Skills 

Reception  
Term 6 
Year B 

Early Years Outcomes (Development Matters) ELG: Creative Development  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
✓ ELG – fine motor skills – use a range of small tools including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 
✓ ELG – Fine Motor Skills – begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
✓ ELG – Creating with materials – Safely explore and use a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 

 
 

Focus: 3D Sculpture – Tin Foil                              Contributing towards: 3D Sculpture – Rainforest Animal Sculpture (KS1)                                                 Artist focus: Brian Mock                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To shape and bend foil Sculpture is artwork that can be 
viewed from all sides 

foil – thin shiny metal sheet Explore bending, twisting and folding foil to create 
different shapes and structures. 

To make a foil sculpture Artists can bend and shape materials 
to create sculpture forms 

form – a 3D shape Shape foil carefully into simple animals, people or 
imaginative sculptures using hands and tools. 

To add texture and detail Artists can add marks and patterns 
to sculptures 

detail – small important parts Add patterns, lines and textures to foil sculptures 
using fingers and simple tools before displaying 
finished sculptures. 

 
 
Focus: Drawing – Observation                             Contributing towards: Drawing – Observational Rainforest Animals (KS1)                                                                                                          
 

Objective Sticky Knowledge Key Vocabulary and Definitions Activities 

To draw objects carefully Observational drawing means 
looking closely 

drawing – making marks to show something Observe leaves, shells and natural objects carefully 
before drawing their shapes, patterns and details. 

To discuss finished artwork Artists can talk about colours, 
textures and techniques in artwork 

favourite – liked the most Discuss favourite materials, textures and 
techniques used throughout the term and 
compare finished artwork. 

 

Generating Ideas 
Talk about their ideas and 
explore different ways to record 
them using a range of media. 
Look at the work of famous 
artists to generate inspiration 
and conversation about art and 
artists. 
 
Making Skills 
Use a range of drawing 
materials, art application 
techniques, mixed media, scraps 
and modelling materials to 
create child-led art with no set 
outcome. 
Begin to develop observational 
skills   
Begin to use different 
techniques for joining materials, 
such as how to use adhesive 
tape and different sorts of glue.  
Use a range of materials and 
tools with care and precision. 
Begin to  define colours, shapes, 
texture and smells in their own 
words.  
Discuss children’s responses to 
what they see.  
 
Evaluating and Analysing 
Talk about their artwork, stating 
what they feel they did well. 
Say if they like an artwork or not 
and begin to form opinions by 
explaining why.  

 


