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Bishop's Visitor's Report (updated April 2018)
	Bishop’s Visitor: Linda Jeffcutt

	School:
Haresfield C. of E. Primary
	NOR: 99

	Voluntary Controlled.

	Headteacher: Mrs. Rachel Bacon
	RE Subject Lead: Mrs. Sara Smout

	Date of Annual Visit: Tuesday 29th January 2019

	Purpose of the visit: 

To provide pastoral support to the school, especially the Headteacher, as appropriate.

To foster the link between the school and the Diocese of Gloucester.

To encourage and support RE, SMSC, Collective Worship, Values Education and Character Development, by sign-posting staff to appropriate officers and resources.


	Checklist prior to the visit
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	Comment or observation

	a) Agree time and date of visit with HT
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	b) Agree timetable for the visit
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	Discussed briefly on initial contact and then organized by school. 

	c) Access the school’s website
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	d) Receive/access and read school newsletters
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	Via the school website.

	e) Attendance at school events or occasions

	
	

	f) Attendance of Bishop at school event or occasion
	
	

	g) Changes in leadership at the school since last visit
	
	

	h) Pastoral support during the year


	
	


	During the visit (possible activities)
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	Comment or observation

	a) Meet with the Headteacher
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	Thank you for the very warm welcome and for accommodating me at quite short notice in what has been a difficult year for you personally. With heartfelt sympathy on your loses and good wishes for forthcoming hospital visits. 

	b) Tour of the school
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	Always a huge pleasure to see the vibrant displays in corridors and classrooms. It is clear that all children’s work is valued. 

	c) Attend collective worship

	
	

	d) Meet with children
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	The children in every year group were busy and enjoying their activities…be it modelling with Lego or keeping healthy in an outdoor P.E. lesson. 

	e) Discussion with leaders for RE, collective worship, SIAMS
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	The HT shared her experience of teaching R.E. in KS2. 

	f) Signposting officers at the DBE


	
	

	g) Signposting resources, opportunities, training supported by the DBE
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	The school has attended training days and is looking forward to further training on the new SIAMS framework.  

	h) Creative links between the school and the church linked to the LIFE vision
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	· The school talked enthusiastically about links with a school in Nepal.
· It is justifiably proud of a relatively recent very effective link with a school in the city of Gloucester. 
· Harvest Service in local church was well attended with collection to the Gloucester Mission and the homeless. 

· Christingle in St. Peters was well attended by school families and church congregation. 

· Experience Easter planned for April 2019, liaising with congregation from local church.

· Experience Church in T5 and T6 2018 was a huge success.


The information above will be used to inform the letter written to the Headteacher to provide a summary of the visit, comments and observations.  It will celebrate the ways in which the school is fostering and developing its distinctive Christian ethos as well as signposting support which has been requested by the Headteacher.
This report and attached letter will be sent to the school within a week of the visit and the letter should be shared with the governors and school community.  Copies will also be sent to the Diocese of Gloucester (Education Dept.).
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Bishop's Visitor's letter to school
Mrs. Rachel Bacon.

Head teacher.
Haresfield VC Primary School. 
January 2019

Dear Mrs. Bacon,

I am writing following my visit on Tuesday 29th January, to thank you and all the staff and children for the very warm welcome and for making my visit so enjoyable and interesting. It was good to meet with you and see first hand your commitment and concern for the welfare of all pupils……a great credit to you and a reflection of your determination in thinking of others before your own close family bereavements during this academic year. I was constantly impressed throughout the morning by the patience, care and attention with which every child and every request was handled.
The outside courtyard approach to the school looks wonderful and the idea for the wellington boots reorganization sounds great fun! The foyer was enhanced by the hare and the Prayer Corner, which is well used by the children. They are actively encouraged to use the corner for prayer or quiet reflection….and many do. 
We both acknowledge that the Christian Values programme is thoroughly embedded in all that you do and we discussed ways in which you might show some Home-School evidence in a display in school. 
Thank you for taking the time to give me such a comprehensive tour of the school. I always enjoy the visits to classrooms and the art work on the theme of Creation was colourful and creative. When asked, several KS1 children could explain their sequence of pictures…..I especially liked the accurate tiger drawing.

Art work using wax resist in KS1 on the theme of ‘Water, Water Everywhere’ gave a fantastic insight into the variety of the underwater world and also taught the children the very important issue of protecting the sea and ocean creatures.  

I can imagine all the children were amazed when the visiting artist created the cloth showing Believe and Blessed…a real awe and wonder moment. 
The Windows, Doors and Mirrors display, now with added post-its making it both interactive and current creates a very attractive display in the main hall and the Compassion poppies reflects one of the Values so beautifully. 
Your links with the local church are well established and you work hard to promote creative links to further strengthen the work between the school and the church. Foundation governors are frequent, regular visitors; they know the school well. 

I enjoyed sharing some ideas for collating evidence of how the school is distinctly Christian. I am sure there will be a file to view on my next visit. 

Well done for the excellent link with the inner-city school in Gloucester. You reported that pupils in both schools are gaining much from the visits…empathy for other cultures and faiths and recognition of similarities as well as differences. 
May I thank you once again for your warm welcome and hospitality during my visit. Thank you for all that you and the whole staff are doing to support the Life Vision with the delightful pupils at Haresfield. 
Yours very sincerely

Linda Jeffcutt

Bishops Visitor. 
https://d.docs.live.net/710186faa9f735cb/Documents/BV Report Haresfield 2019.doc

